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The crowds are coming...

Hokuriku, on Honshi's west coast, bordered by the Sea of Japan and the
magnificent Japan Alps, is saturated with culture, history and striking
natural beauty. The city of Kanazawa is king, but is often overlooked by
time-poor visitors who favour the more accessible sights to the east.
That's all about to change. In March 2015, the first of the long-anticipated
Hokuriku shinkansen (bullet trains) will roll into town, slashing travel times
from Tokyo and giving visitor numbers a meteoric boost. Kanazawa is
second only to Kyoto for its population of authentic working geisha.
Photogenic districts radiate from the site of the former Kanazawa Castle
and Kenroku-en, one of Japan’s finest gardens. Rent a car and explore
the dramatic scenery of the Noto Peninsula, or dissolve yourself in the
sumptuous waters and incomparable ryokan of the Kaga Onsen area.

Read more: http://www.lonelyplanet.com/travel-tips-and-articles/lonely-
planets-best-in-travel-2014-top-10-regions#ixzz3MROxdShz
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